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Lesson 1 

The Four Elements of a Good Photo 

 

What makes a photo good? 

There are endless columns of advice on how to take a better photo. We read these articles, bookmark 

them and plan to come back later. Or we decide it's really difficult and we need to take a course to 

become a good photographer. While it's true these skills can’t be developed overnight, there are a few 

things you can start implementing right now that will change the way you photograph. 

If you are on Instagram like me, chances are you have seen profiles with photos that look like they were 

taken with a DSLR camera. In most cases, they all follow the same rules that make their photo look 

outstanding: 

1. Use of daylight 

2. Composition: The ‘rule of thirds’ 

3. Adjusted exposure 

4. Storytelling 

I will break it down in a minute and explain how to do it. But first, let me tell you something. 

I used to take really random shots, thinking it was great art and that everybody would like it. I was not 

thinking at all about what I was doing when photographing. When putting my photos on social media 

platforms they wouldn't get any comments or engagement. 

My photography skills were very average. 

I'm not saying I'm a professional photographer now, but I can tell my skills have developed in the last 

year when I started to implement simple rules and think about my shots with a different perspective. 

When I moved to London I started paying attention to what I’m doing with the camera and taking my 

photography a bit more seriously. I have travelled a lot before, but for me, London is the most photogenic 

place I have been so far. I wanted to show it in the best possible way. I implemented some of these 

elements of a good photo and it worked well for me. 
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Random photographs from my travels started to look more natural and appealing, and on social media 

people started to take notice and leave comments. 

Over time, I have developed my own style of London photography. My Instagram profile began to look 

better and people started to ask what camera I was using, but I was only shooting with my iPhone. My 

Instagram following grew by almost 10 thousand in eight months, and good photos are almost always the 

most important part of that social media platform. 

All my photographer friends agree that the following elements are essential to take the next step in your 

photography skills. 

Daylight 

Seriously, this was a game changer for me. It sounds obvious, but when you use daylight as much as 

possible your shot already looks much better. I completely stopped taking photos at dark times of day, 

and if I plan on doing coffee or food photography I ask for a table by the window. We’ve all seen those 

yellowish photos of food in restaurants. This is a result of the lack of daylight: the photo looks dull. 

Daylight is the best free tool everybody has access to. Why not start using it all the time? Another tip is to 

avoid direct sunlight, which causes overexposed shots. The best time is early in the morning or just 

before the sunset, when the light is very soft and will make your photos look as natural as possible. 

Composition: The ‘Rule of Thirds’ 

You might have heard of the ‘rule of thirds.’ If not, I will explain it to you quickly. You divide an image into 

nine sectors, using two horizontal and two vertical lines as shown below. When composing your photo, 

you place important subjects either along those lines or where they intersect. 

As I said before, I used to take photos without thinking about any rules of composition. It felt like 

something was wrong but I couldn't understand what. For example, when taking a shot of the sea, I 

would place the horizon right in the middle. It looks much better to use the rule of thirds, meaning that 

either the sea or the sky will only take up a third of the space in the photo. 

But we are talking about London photography here. Let's have a look at a photo taken in Richmond, one 

of the most beautiful areas of London. I placed the bridge along the top horizontal line and the boat – the 

main subject of the photo – at the intersection of two lines. It looks balanced, doesn’t it? 

https://www.instagram.com/katya_jackson/
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Locating the main subjects of interest on these invisible lines makes any photo more eye-catching. 

Now, to make it easier for you I highly recommend turning the grid on. On the iPhone you can do so by 

navigating to Settings / Photos & Camera / Grid ON. If you are taking a photo of, for example, Big Ben, it 

will look much better if the tower is placed along one of the vertical lines of the grid. 

Adjusted Exposure 

Exposure is the amount of light reaching a photographic film or electronic image sensor. The rule of 

thumb is that it’s easier to correct an underexposed (dark) photo than an overexposed (too bright) one. 

My advice is to adjust it at the moment of capture. When taking a photo on your iPhone just tap and hold 

the screen for a few seconds to lock the focus and you will get an option to change the exposure. 
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Remember, to take a really good photo on a mobile phone you need to pay attention to where the source 
of light is. 

 

I usually try different sources of light to see how each photo would turn out. It can be the sky or a 

window. When it's difficult to adjust the exposure I point my phone at my hand to 'check' the color of the 

skin I see through the phone. Then, when I see that exposure settings are correct, I lock it and point my 

phone back to the object I want to take a photo of. Sometimes I tap at the border line of the lightest and 

the darkest subject to get the settings right. 

This can be a bit tricky and requires a lot of practice. 

When I can't find proper exposure settings, I point my camera at a place where the light looks right, lock 

the exposure (tap and hold) and then move camera back to the main subject. 

Storytelling 

A picture is worth a thousand words. Just think about that for a moment. In one single shot we can a tell 

story; why miss such an opportunity? 

Thinking about the stories you can tell with every single photo will make you think about composition 

more. The good news is that London offers so many stories, you won't have any trouble finding 

inspiration. But it is also true that not every photo tells a story—you really need to put some effort into it. 

Good stories come from what we care or are most passionate about. 

I want you to ask yourself: 

'What excites me?' 

'What are my values?' 

'What do I think is the most important thing in my life?' 



Copyright © Katya Jackson 
 

When taking a photo with a story that reflects your own soul I can guarantee you will get an amazing 

shot. 

Good visual storytellers are those who don’t overcomplicate shots, but rather keep them really simple. 

Find your niche. Mine is urban photography: streets, buildings and coffee shops. I recommend trying 

different genres and seeing what you do the best. I know photographers who focus on the industrial 

architecture of London, and others whose main point of interest is in the bright colours of Notting Hill. 

That is what makes their photos look great. 

Be open-minded and never be afraid of trying new things. That's the joy of life. 

Ok, let's do a short recap: 

The four most important elements of a good photo are: 

Daylight 

This is the best free tool available to use. Make the most of it. Natural light contributes more than half the 

quality of a successful photo. 

The Rule of Thirds 

Place your subjects along the imaginary horizontal or vertical lines. The most important subject should be 

located where these lines intersect. It's a proven eye-catching technique. 

Adjusted Exposure 

Tap and hold the screen of your phone to access the exposure adjustment tool. Scroll up or down to find 

that perfect balance. It's easier to fix an underexposed photo than an overexposed photo. 

Storytelling 

A photo should tell a story. Find out what excites you and start from there. 

I have homework for you today—something I personally do regularly. Have a look at your photos now 

and see where you can improve. Does your photo tell a story? Is the composition eye-catching? What 

can you do differently the next time you are out taking photos? 
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Lesson 2 
 

Fifteen Ideas for Photos in London 

 

Do you have a photo of yourself standing at front of Parliament? Or maybe you have dozens of 

photos of Buckingham Palace in your camera roll? It’s time to move on! Even though I will never get 

tired of London’s iconic places, I take my photography further. I love London’s architecture, shop 

exteriors and all the small things that make this city so amazing. Let’s dive in into some ideas of 

what you can photograph in London. 

1. Outdoor cafes 

 

 

Regardless of the season you will always find somebody standing or sitting outside a pub or a 

restaurant. British pubs look great in photos and people out front will make your pictures look alive. 

London’s coffee shops are also not to be missed. There are many with eye-catching exteriors 

representing an essential part of London life. 
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2. A black cab 

 

 

 

These cabs are, for me, a symbol of London, and they make a photo look great. When crossing the 

road, you can stop in the middle (on a pedestrian crossing, of course!) and you will always see one 

or two of them in the front of the line waiting for the green light. Perfect shot. I like taking photos of 

black cabs in Soho, where the streets are narrow and they drive slowly. 
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3. Facades 

 

 

 

This is my favourite type of photography. I love London’s houses and they are what I photograph the 

most. Stand in front of the building, find an interesting detail and take a shot using the rule of thirds. 

Londoners like to cycle and if you find a parked bicycle in front of a pretty house I can guarantee 

your photo will look very cute. 
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4. Window displays 

 

 

 

When I moved to London I wanted to work as a visual merchandiser setting up window displays for 

shops: Selfridges, Anthropologie, Harrods… I spend more time outside staring at how they organise 

displays than I do buying anything. For me, it’s a source of inspiration in terms of composition—they 

are consummate professionals in what they do. Christmas is probably the best time for a beautiful 

shot of a window display. 
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5. #Strideby 

 

 

 

Find an interesting background (i.e. a wall with street art on it), have a friend walk slowly past and 

take a photo from a good distance. Tip 1: place your model such that he or she ‘faces’ the biggest 

space of the photo. That looks more natural to our eyes. Tip 2: if you are alone, just wait for a 

pedestrian to pass by. 
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6. Vintage cars 

 

 

 

London is a great place to find vintage cars. I am always curious about who owns them. In my mind I 

picture an old Englishman wearing dark brown trousers, and a shirt and vest. He would have a 

pocket watch and a cabbie hat. Sometimes I really do see such people driving these old cars in 

London. Are they Lords? 
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7. Tree blossoms 

 

 

 

 

Spring is my favourite time in London. The city turns into one big garden with magnolia and sakura 

blossoms. Go to South Kensington and Notting Hill for a photo of a beautiful facade covered in 

flowers. 
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8. Street Fashion 

 

 

 

There are so many fashionable people living in London. Whether it’s someone in West London 

dressed in high-street brands or the more relaxed fashionistas of the city’s East, there is a common 

thread in the way Londoners dress. They like to experiment, mix different pieces and stand out from 

the crowd. I find a hat to be the most popular accessory amongst Londoners… after an umbrella, of 

course. 
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9. Reflections – #puddlegram 

 

 

 

The rainy weather here does have one upside, presenting a great photography opportunity. Use 

puddles to find interesting reflections of buildings, cars or anything else. You may need to use a 

Selective tool in Snapseed to increase the brightness and contrast of the reflection. 
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10. Markets 

 

 

 

Markets are an important part of London life. You will need to wake up early to catch any market at 

its best and to avoid most of the tourists. While Portobello is an obvious choice, I recommend visiting 

Spitalfields, Columbia Road and Brixton Markets. Start with a cup of coffee and stroll along the 

stalls. 
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11. Street art 

 

 

 

Head to Shoreditch and Brick Lane for a street art. You will find a lot of art on the walls to use as 

backgrounds for your pictures. Be creative and complement the art. Remember, street art in London 

is subject to change, so you will always find something new when you get there. The downside is, 

your favourite piece can be replaced with a new one very quickly, so take a photo while you can and 

don’t miss out 
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12. London from above 

 

 

 

If you go a few floors up, you will get a different view of London. It's interesting to capture the vibe of 

the city from above, when everything and everybody are easy to spot. Try to find a window in a store 

or a roof-top bar. There are a lot of free opportunities to take an amazing photo from a high vantage 

point. 
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13. Telephone booths 

 

 

 

I like finding telephone booths in quiet corners of the city; they bring an extra charm to London 

photography. In some places you can find a few booths in a row, which can make for an interesting 

photo. While the red telephone box is iconic, on occasion you will see green and black booths. In 

south-east London you will find a mini-library embedded into one of the booths. How cool is that? 
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14. Pubs 

 

 

 

Pubs are usually located on the corners of buildings and if you wait until 4-5 pm you can spot people 

standing outside and chatting after work. This is a huge part of the local culture and really represents 

London. Try to shoot it from different angles to see what works best. 

 

 

 

 



Copyright © Katya Jackson 
 

15. Street perspective 

 

 

 

Some streets just scream 'Take a photo of me,' so why not do so? For example, Soho is perfect for 

such shots. Stand – carefully – in the middle of the road and catch a perfect perspective of the 

street. A small tip: if you can, try to capture the setting sun at the end of the street. You will get very 

soft light and an interesting story in your shot. 

The homework for you today is to pick two ideas from the above and head out to take photos. Take 

lots, experimenting with composition and light. Send me the best shot you get. 
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P.S. If you want to have an amazing photo of Parliament, go under the bridge and you will see an 

arch you can use as a frame for your shot. I promise you an out-standing photo. 

 

 

 



Copyright © Katya Jackson 
 

  

Lesson 3 
 

Where to Take Amazing Photos of London 
 

Ok, now you need to know where to find a good photo spot. This is my most frequently asked 

question: 'oh, where did you find this?' 

But first, I have a confession to make. 

You know London is famous for its colourful doors. And there are a lot of them. But there was one 

pink door I liked the most and I would see it all the time on my Instagram feed. People would put 

very generic Geo tags and never answer a question about its exact location. I spent an enormous 

amount of time trying all different hashtags to find the photo of this door on Instagram, hoping a 

person would reveal the location. All I was getting were general descriptions, like the name of the 

area. I decided to just go there and try to find it myself. No luck. But I never give up so I went 

further—Google maps! You may call me crazy, but I had to 'walk' – using street cam – down all the 

streets in the area to finally find it! YES! 

Then I saw another door and another building… After going through almost the same process of 

finding what I wanted to shoot, and seeing other people asking about the location of photos, I 

decided to take action. I ended up putting interesting locations together in ‘London Photo Guide’. I 

wish I had it before; it would have saved me so much time! 

Today I want to share with you nine locations from my guide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/


Copyright © Katya Jackson 
 

London from above: 

 

From left to right: 

1. Urban Outfitters shop, 200 Oxford Street, W1D 1NU 

2. Sky Garden, 20 Fenchurch St, EC3M 8AF 

3. Madison bar - St Paul’s, 1 New Change, EC4M 9AD 

 

Pretty Houses: 

 

From left to right: 

1. Bywater Street, Sloane Square tube 

2. Godfrey St, Chelsea - Sloane Square tube 

3. Lancaster Road - Ladbroke Grove tube 

 

 

 

http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/
http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/
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Iconic doors: 

 

From left to right: 

1. Union Jack door - Ledbury Road, Notting Hill 

2. Blue door from Notting Hill Movie - Westbourne Park Rd 

3. Trevor Square - Knightsbridge Tube 

I put them all on a Google map for you. Here is the link. 

I find the idea of an online map with photo locations brilliant. That's what paper guidebooks are 

really missing. Nowadays, Wi-Fi is available in a lot of cafes, so it's very easy to find yourself on the 

map and not get lost. I have got all sixty-five photo locations in London on a Google map too. 

Convenient, isn’t it? 

How to find an interesting photo location? – Use Hashtags! 

The power of a hashtag. 

A hashtag is a word or a phrase following the sign '#,' used in social media as a tag for others to 

find your content. This is one of the ways I get inspiration and find new places to see. 

Here are some of the most popular hashtags on Instagram when it comes to photos of London: 

#ThisIsLondon 

#PrettyCityLondon 

#PrettyLittleLondon 

#HousesOfLdn 

#NeighborhoodNumbers 

#LondonMews 

#London_only 

http://bit.ly/LPS_map
http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/
http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/
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If I need to find a place for a photo in a specific location, I use 'Places' option on Instagram. I type 

in the name of the area to see what comes up. I use this trick all the time, because I’m constantly 

looking for new photo ideas and opportunities. I reckon you are the same if you are reading this. 

But the main idea here is just to go out and be curious. I walk a lot and always try to take new 

roads to wherever I need go. And if it rains, it's a perfect time take a #puddlegram ;) (as mentioned 

in the previous lesson). 

Your homework for today is to jump on Instagram, find a Geo tag near you and browse the photos 

for interesting shots. 

How can you do that? 

1. Go to Instagram 

2. Press on a loupe sign on the bottom of the screen 

3. Click on 'Search' bar 

4. Choose 'Places' option 
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Lesson 4 

Three Myths about Street Photography and 
What You Can't Do in London 

 

I see some people give up before they even get started. In fact, a few years ago I was the one 

missing out on taking cool street photos because of some blocks in my mind. Today I will talk about 

what stops people from developing their photography skills. 

1. 'I need to take an official course on how to take really good street photos.' 

What I like about street photography is that you don't need to invest a lot of time and money in 

training. Of course, it's better if you have some knowledge about exposure and how to compose a 

shot. I hope this course will help you with these basics. What is important is to go out and start 

shooting—people, streets, buildings. It has a snowball effect: the more you try, the more you learn. 

The more you learn, the better photos you get. Be open to opportunities, take a walk instead of a 

bus or a tube and start exploring the world around you more. I love walking, especially in London, 

and I always get back home with lots of street shots. I've already mentioned this in one of my 

previous lessons. 

Subscribe to photographers who are good at street photography. It's ok to try to reproduce other 

people’s work, as long as it's for training purposes. This helps train your eye in how to compose a 

photo and what kind of shot you can take. 

Of course, a photography course will give you a lot of useful and mostly technical knowledge. But in 

the end you will still be asked to go out and start practicing. Learn the essential basics from this 

course and you are ready to take over the streets of London. 

2. 'I need a professional camera to take good photos.' 

The best camera is the one you have easy access to. No doubt, DSLRs can take really high-quality 

photos, but I doubt you’ll carry it with you all the time. That’s its biggest con: weight. DSLRs are 

really heavy. On the other hand, there are smartphones that are capable of taking really good shots. 

Another benefit of phones is that it's easy to remain unnoticed when taking a street portrait, for 

example. I know for some people it can be really challenging to take photos of strangers. In this case 

your phone is your best friend. Also, what I do is I just pick a place and stand there with a camera 

waiting for people to pass by. It looks like you are taking a photo of something else, not people. 
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Don't forget to mute your phone before you start shooting, though! I've heard some embarrassing 

stories when people forgot to do that. 

There is nothing wrong with taking a photo of people around you, as long as your photo isn't going to 

be used in commercial purposes or as a stock photo. In these cases you will need written agreement 

from your ‘models.’ 

Once again, the best camera is one that is easy accessible. Especially in street photography, you 

often have a matter of seconds to capture the story you want to tell (remember Lesson 1 and the 

four elements of a good photo?). 

Nowadays, mobile phones have really good cameras, and with good daylight you can take a very 

good-quality photo. I only use my iPhone. I don't even have a big camera; there is no real need for it 

in my photography. I don't use any lenses either. What I do carry with me is a small piece of fabric to 

clean an iPhone lenses. Seriously, you have to clean it before taking a photo; it makes such a 

difference! 

In some cases, you can simply ask permission to take a photo. Asking is free and can open the door 

to interesting photos and opportunities. You may be able to meet some Londoners dressed in a very 

old-fashioned syle. Usually they are happy to pose for you. 

3. 'I constantly freak out that I'll be taking a photo of a house and the owners will come out.' 

Me too. Seriously, I try to take a shot of a door or a beautiful facade as quickly as possible and 

leave. Once, we asked a girl to pose in front of a really amazing white house in Hammersmith. The 

composition was perfect—she was wearing black and looked very elegant standing by the entrance 

to that property. As soon as I was ready to start taking photos I saw the owner staring at me from the 

front window! I thought it was a disaster and I was ready to be shouted at. Instead, the owner started 

to smile and wave at us. 

This doesn't happen all the time, though, and I do get some disapproving looks; however, I have 

never had any real problems. Once a delivery man on scooter started telling me I was not allowed to 

take photos there, but a) there were no such signs and b) on the Metropolitan police website it 

clearly says: "Members of the public and the media do not need a permit to film or photograph in 

public places and police have no power to stop them filming or photographing incidents or police 

personnel." 

Basically, there are two official scenarios in which you are not allowed to take photos: when you see 

a specific sign prohibiting photography, and when you are on a private land. 
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Example: 

There is a really beautiful street in London: Kensington Palace Gardens. The houses there are 

amazing and worth photographing. But when entering this street you will see a clear sign stating 'No 

photos allowed.' This is because there are several embassies located on that street. You will the 

same sign on the fence of Kensington Palace—it's not allowed to take photos of the Queen’s 

backyard! 

Of course, you need to use common sense and not trespass on Londoners’ private land, and I'm 

sure we all understand that. 
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Lesson 5 

How to Compose your London Photography 
like a Pro 

“Remember, the composition is important, but also rules are meant to be broken,” says Steve 

McCurry, an American editorial photographer best known for his 1984 photograph ‘Afghan Girl’. “So 

the main point is to enjoy yourself while you’re photographing and photograph in your own way and 

your own style.” 

Instead of rules, let's talk about principles in London photography. These are what I keep in mind 

when taking photos in London or elsewhere. 

1. Simplicity 

When taking a photo of London try to have a simple frame, in order to make your main subject stand 

out. This is especially true when you are taking photos of buildings and houses. Cut out everything 

that will distract the viewer and focus on something unique and eye-catching. There is a whole 

chapter in the ‘London Photo Guide’ dedicated to mews, which are small streets in London originally 

functioning as stables a few centuries ago. It's a row of houses and when taking a photo, you should 

choose just one and exclude other building from the photo. 

 

http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/
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2. Leading lines 

A leading line creates a path for our eye to follow through all the elements of a photo. Think about a 

road or a path in a park. It can simply be a straight line starting from the bottom of the photo and 

continuing upwards to the middle of a frame. It can be a path that turns left or right. Unconsciously, 

we will follow this line to see where and how it ends. Think about what the line is leading to. Is it a 

house, a horizon or perhaps a person passing by? Leading lines might be bridges, rows of telephone 

booths, doorways or simply streets! 
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3. Symmetry 

When I hear the word 'symmetry' in photography I start thinking about going to the middle of the road 

to take a photo of the street. It's very similar to the leading lines principle, where you are looking for 

a line to draw people's attention. If you take a photo in square format, break the rule of thirds and 

place your main subject right in the middle. In this way you divide the shot into two equal parts, 

creating symmetry. 

Actually, it's very easy to find symmetry in street photography—think of standing (carefully) in the 

middle of the road or taking a photo of a building and positioning its windows and doors 

symmetrically in the shot. 
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4. Framing 

Framing is an interesting way to compose your photo. If you want to isolate your subject from a busy 

background and draw maximum attention to it, look for constructions that create frames. I like going 

to a quiet side road and photographing people on the main road crossing the street. In this case I 

use buildings to frame my shot, so that nothing detracts from the people in the middle. Trees, street 

lights, two cars, and so on are all perfect to use as frames. Think of windows and door frames. 

Another trick: you can blur the edges of the photo you've taken. This will also make your main 

subject stand out. 
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5. Depth 

In order for our photos to be eye-catching they should look as natural as possible. Adding depth to 

the composition helps us separate layers on the photo. Placing an subject or subjects in the 

foreground helps you to create visual space. For example, when taking a photo of St. Paul’s 

Cathedral for ‘London Photo Guide’ I used four layers. From front to back: tree branches, people 

passing by, a bridge and a cathedral. Do you see the depth in this photo? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/
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6. Negative space 

Negative space is the area that surrounds your main subject, which is called positive space. The 

main purpose of composing a photo in such way is to attract maximum attention to the main subject 

of your photo. An example would be sky, water or even walls: anything that works as a neutral 

background for your photo and help us focus directly on the subject inside the frame. If you are 

taking a photo of London from above you can easily use this principle. Place the rooftops of 

buildings on the bottom of a photo and the rest will be sky. 

 

 

 

Your homework for today is to look for framing possibilities whenever you’re outside. Start paying 

attention to the spaces between parked cars or buildings. I’m curious to hear what you find! 
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Lesson 6 

Favourite Photo Locations of London 
Photographers  

I have one more confession to make. I'm constantly searching for new places to explore and practice 

my photography skills. And I'm very happy when I find something I never seen before. Finding a 

really cool place and managing to take a good photo brings me a lot happiness, joy and satisfaction. 

I think: "Yes, that's amazing!" Do you know what I mean? 

My friends are not like this. At all. My husband is already used to my having the camera ready all the 

time. So my obvious next step was to meet other people who were crazy about photography. There 

are lots of meet-ups in London and you can join any of them. I must tell you, it's a completely 

different experience to do photo walks with other photographers. You are on the same page; you 

share locations, ideas and simply have fun!  

I asked some of them two simple questions: 

 

1) How would you describe London in three words? 

2) What is your favourite location to take photos of London? 

And here’s what I got: 

@daveburt 

Dave is the founder of the largest Instagram community about London – @London 

 

“I keep saying ‘London Is Everything’ because the culture of London is all-encompassing. Favourite 

place to photograph at present is Hyde Park but the light needs to be perfect – sunrise or sunset.” 

https://www.instagram.com/daveburt/
https://www.instagram.com/London/
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@siobhaise 

Siobhan is the founder of @prettycitylondon and @theprettycities communities with the prettiest 

photos of London and other cities. 

 

“For me London is obviously totally pretty, multi-layered and never boring … Although I spend a lot 

of time in west/central London for me you can’t beat Shoreditch – for stunning facades, street 

photography and the best coffee shops.” 

 

@elensham 

Being a travel and lifestyle photographer Elena captures the best moments of London street life and 

its beautiful architecture. 

 

“London is exciting, diverse and energetic. I love that in London you can find a bit of everything – I 

equally love the colourful, pretty houses of Notting Hill and hipster vibe of Shoreditch. For classic 

views of London, Southbank is a great spot too!” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/siobhaise/
https://www.instagram.com/prettycitylondon/
https://www.instagram.com/theprettycities/
https://www.instagram.com/elensham/
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@a_ontheroad 

Alex is a local French blogger and expert on colourful Notting Hill. 

 

“Colourful – Lovely – Eclectic. Without any doubt, Notting Hill! It’s where I live, the place I know the 

best in London. I love wondering around the colourful streets of this neighbourhood and I don’t think 

I can ever get tired of it!” 

 

@sixsevensix 

Robin is an amazing London photographer! There are a lot vintage cars and interesting shots of 

Victorian London in his feed. 

 

“Diverse. Inspiring. Absorbing. It’s hard to come up with a single favourite place to take photos, as 

each area has different qualities and on a different day, with different weather and different light you 

can find focus and a new way of looking at things. I tend to find I’m happiest when I find a little 

corner of London that I haven’t explored before!” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/a_ontheroad/
https://www.instagram.com/sixsevensix/
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@steffi_daydreamer 

Together with a friend, Steffi is a co-founder of @welovetobrunch and @housesofldn. She knows 

the best places for a brunch in London. 

 

“Cosmopolitan, vibrant and continuously evolving. I would have to say Notting Hilll, I just love this 

neighbourhood and it always provides photo opportunities – no matter how many times I visit.” 

 

https://www.instagram.com/steffi_daydreamer/
https://www.instagram.com/welovetobrunch/
https://www.instagram.com/housesofldn/
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All You Need to Know to Take Over the Street 
of London 

 

If you've made it this far, you are really motivated and eager to take your London photography to the 

next level. 

Let's recap everything you've learned with this course: 

1. The use of natural light is one of the most important elements of a good photo. 

2. A photo should tell a story. Find out what excites you and start from there. 

3. Apart from very touristic places you now know of fifteen lesser-known ideas for a photo of 

London. 

4. Finding an interesting location for a photo is easy with the use of hashtags on Instagram. 

5. You can take great photos with your mobile phone; you don't need an expensive DSLR. 

6. Instead of the rules, follow the fundamental principles of a good photo, especially leading lines 

and framing. 

7. Be part of a community, together you will achieve more than being on your own. 

I remember myself two years ago walking the streets and taking photos of everything. I thought I had 

amazing photos. I saw a lot of really good shots, but didn't know where to find these locations. I 

would spend hours on the internet, Google maps and Instagram to make a list of interesting places 

worth taking photos of. It just felt so frustrating to see these amazing, beautiful shots without the 

photographer sharing where they were taken. This is why I always tell people where I've found the 

subject of my photos when they ask: because I was in their shoes before and still am, sometimes. 

If you want to know the best, most photogenic locations for a photo of London, then ‘London 

Photo Guide’ is exactly what you need. 

http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/
http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/
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I know how it feels when you want to go everywhere in one day and take as many photos as 

possible. ‘London Photo Guide’ comes with an online map with all sixty-five locations marked. It will 

help you to stay organised and explore the most photogenic places in London panic-free. 

‘London Photo Guide’ will not only show you all the locations where you can take beautiful photos, 

but also give you ideas and inspiration to help take that perfect photo. 

What’s inside: 

 Sixty-five of the best, handpicked locations 

 Londoners’ favourite places to take photos 

 Examples of photos you can take there 

 Map with all the locations broken down into seven categories 

 Three suggested routes to explore London while taking photos 

 Photo ideas and inspiration from London photographers 

 

http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/
http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/
http://london.okbutfirstcoffee.com/
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I hope you've gotten immense value out of this free course. I created the ‘London Photography 

Superstar’ course to teach you the foundation of great photos and give you ideas and inspiration on 

what to shoot and where. London is the perfect place for photography, it really is. 

Now you have the knowledge and motivation to start taking better photos of London. You are better 

equipped with ideas than 90% of the people walking around and taking photos of Parliament. Time 

to go out and keep practicing! 

Good luck! 

Katya 

 


